
How do I preserve my family papers?  

Paper preservation requires proper storage and safe handling practices. Your family documents 

will last longer if they are stored in a stable environment, similar to that which we find 

comfortable for ourselves: 60-70 degrees F; 40-50% relative humidity (RH); with clean air and 

good circulation. High heat and moisture accelerate the chemical processes that result in 

embrittlement and discoloration to the paper. Damp environments may also result in mold 

growth and/or be conducive to pests that might use the documents for food or nesting material. 

Therefore, the central part of your home provides a safer storage environment than a hot attic or 

damp basement.  

Light is also damaging to paper, especially that which contains high proportions of ultraviolet, 

i.e., fluorescent and natural day light. The effects of light exposure are cumulative and 

irreversible; they promote chemical degradation in the paper and fade inks. It is not 

recommended to permanently display valuable documents for this reason. Photocopies, copy 

photographs, or similar facsimiles work well as surrogates.  

Family papers should be stored in appropriate sized enclosures, such as a folder, box, portfolio, 

etc., that will provide physical protection as well as protection from light and dust. The enclosure 

itself should be made of stable permanent quality materials that will not contribute to the 

document's deterioration. See Mary Lynn Ritzenthaler's Preservation of Archival Records: 

Holdings Maintenance at the National Archives (http://www.archives.gov/preservation/holdings-

maintenance/table-of-contents.html)  for details regarding enclosure specifications, and for easy-

to-follow directions on preservation handling procedures for long term storage.  

How can I get some important documents 

that I own repaired?  

The American Institute for Conservation (AIC) maintains a conservation services referral 

service, which provides lists of conservation professionals grouped geographically, by 

specialization, and by type of service. The American Institute for Conservation of Historic and 

Artistic Works (AIC) provides information on caring for collection materials in various media.  

The American Institute for Conservation 

of Historic & Artistic Works 

1156 15th Street NW, Ste. 320 

Washington, DC 20005 

202.452.9545 

 http://www.conservation-us.org/ 
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